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the mouth of Timber Creek, nearly opposite the
present site of Philadelphia, and this they called
Tort Nassau. Fort Oplandt was destroyed by the
Indians and its people were massacred. Fort
Nassau was probably occupied only at intervals.
These two posts were built mainly to assist the fur
trade, and any attempts at real settlement were
slight and unsuccessful.

Meantime about the year 1624 the Swedes heard
of the wonderful opportunities on the Delaware.
The Swedish monarch, Gustavus Adolphus, a man
of broad ambitions and energetic mind, heard
about the Delaware from Willem Usselinx, a mer-
chant of Antwerp who had been actively interested
in the formation of the Dutch West India Com-
pany to trade in the Dutch possessions in America.
Having quarreled with the directors, Usselinx had
withdrawn from the Netherlands and now offered
his services to Sweden. The Swedish court, nobles,
and people, all became enthusiastic about the pro-
ject which he elaborated for a great commercial
company to trade and colonize in Asia, Africa, and
America.1 But the plan was dropped because,
soon after 1630, Gustavus Adolphus led his country

1 See Witlem Usselinx, by J. F. Jameson in the Papers of the Ameri-
can Historical Association, vol. II.